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REAP West London Refugees’ Events and Issues E-Listing.  January – February 2011 
A monthly electronic listing of issues, events and opportunities useful for refugees and refugee organisations.

You can also access this information ONLINE.  Visit http://www.reap.org.uk/monthly-listing.php 

www.reap.org.uk
News: 
Tuesday 18th January 2011

Young People Fight the Cuts to Hounslow's Youth Service

HAAYA and the Hounslow Youth Council together launched a rally and protest on Saturday 15th January. It went ahead peacefully with more than 100 young people, parents, professionals and youth workers attending to add their voices to the growing clamour surrounding proposed cuts to the local authority's youth services.  Setting off from Hounslow Youth Centre at 11.40am, the rally's route took through Kingsley Road, Hounslow High Street and Lampton Road. It finished at the Civic Centre with a special event at which young people spoke passionately about retaining the services that has given them, the next generation, unique opportunities for a positive future.

Some comments from young people who attended the protest

A 16-year-old girl from Hounslow said: “Who would we trust if you took away our youth workers? Who would I talk to about my problems? Where would I escape if the youth club wasn’t on? Where would I be in a few years time?”

“It has come as a bit of a shock to everyone. People are hurt and feel let down because it has always been here. It is part of people’s daily life and they would be lost without it.”

“Without the building, we cannot be here,” 15 year old young person.

“If this goes people are going to miss each other. There are a lot of opportunities and new experiences here.”

Established in 2001, HAAYA is a grass root, voluntary organisation based in Hounslow.

For more details please visit www.haaya.com For press enquiries please e-mail

info@haaya.com or call 07947 254 494. 
Resources - Migration Review: 2010/2011 
IPPR, December 2010  
This briefing reviews the significant migration trends and policy changes in 2010 and explores what developments 2011 might bring. It looks at different categories of migration: British emigration, Migration from Eastern Europe, Non-EU migration, as well as the migration policy of the new government. It concludes that despite government efforts net immigration to the UK is unlikely to fall in 2011. It provides a number of points to back up its view. The publication is free and can be downloaded from the IPPR website

http://www.ippr.org/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=797&dm_i=IMP,CC74,2OU3PV,YYYY,1
Free school plan comes at a price for voluntary groups

Palingswick House, planned West London site for Toby Young's free school, currently occupied by 20 voluntary groups

Jeevan Vasagar Education editor
guardian.co.uk, Monday 17 January 2011 21.18 GMT
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2011/jan/17/young-free-school-groups-refugees?INTCMP=SRCH 
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	Date
	Type 
	Info 

	24 January– deadline
	JOB
	ILPA: Refugee Children’s Project Coordinator

	25 January
	EVENT
	A Debate on migration and border control - What if there were no borders?

	25 January – deadline
	FUNDING
	HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) Grant: for voluntary and community sector organisations

	26 January 
	EVENT
	Southall Inter-Faith Network coffee morning and briefing on issues facing refugees

	27 January 
	INFO
	Holocaust Memorial Day 

	27 January
	EVENT
	Conference on secularism, racism, and the politics of belonging

	27 January
	EVENT
	West London BME&R Network Meeting

	27 January 
	EVENT
	Heritage Lottery briefing 

	27 January
	EVENT
	The struggle for migrants’ rights: Learning from the past – looking to the future

	27 January
	EVENT
	Hillingdon LGBT Focus Group Meeting

	28 January – deadline
	FUNDING
	The Triangle Trust 1949 Fund Grant for small registered charities

	31 January
	TRAINING
	Common Assessment Framework Training 

	31 January
	JOB
	Lewisham Refugee Network: Immigration and Welfare Benefits Advice Officer

	31 January
	FUNDING
	Community Awards Scheme: Tesco Charitable Trust 

	31 January
	FUNDING
	BBC Children in Need General Grants Programme

	1 February – 17 March 2011
	TRAINING
	MRCF Digital Activism Project for migrant and refugee community leaders, volunteers and activists 

	2 February
	EVENT
	Workshop: Empowering the Voluntary Sector, West Kensington 

	3 February
	EVENT
	Invisible Voices. LGBT Conference 

	7 February
	FUNDING 
	Trust for London 

	9 February 
	EVENT
	The Health & Well being of Asylum Seekers from Country of Origin to Asylum or Detention

	10 February – deadline
	FUNDING
	Grant for projects that will have impact on lives of women and girls in the UK

	11 February
	EVENT
	COMPAS breakfast briefing: What does the "Big Society" mean for migrant communities?

	16 February
	TRAINING
	FREE Funding Seminar for Women’s Organisations in Hillingdon

	22 & 23 February
	TRAINING
	FREE two-day course for refugee community organisations.  Making your services more effective

	4 March
	EVENT
	What do our Refugee Children need?
 A workshop/conference for children’s practitioners in Hillingdon

	
	INFO
	Help needed with Research on Statelessness

	
	INFO
	Unsustainable: the quality of initial decision-making in women's asylum claims

	
	INFO
	'Action for ESOL' campaign launched to defend language courses

	
	INFO
	Are you a Refugee Professional? 

Are you looking for skilled employment?

	
	INFO
	Recession mapping – BAME Children and Young People 

	
	INFO
	REAP Entry to English Sessions, West London

	
	INFO
	Need support with IT?  Help is at hand


For detailed information – please see below.

For archived listing and other news see www.reap.org.uk/news 

Directory of London Refugee Organisations www.reap.org.uk/directory 

Useful web links www.reap.org.uk/links  
Tell us your views about this E-Listing 

If you wish to add your event to our monthly listing, please send us an e-mail with the details and a contact name to olesya@reap.org.uk 
	Date
	24 January -  4pm – deadline 

	JOB
	ILPA: Refugee Children’s Project Coordinator

	Salary: up to £33,000 (f/t), Central London 
ILPA is looking to recruit a Project Coordinator to run a project supporting legal practitioners working with refugee children and young people. The Project Coordinator will coordinate and run a training programme for legal representatives working with refugee children, publications to support this work, and an annual conference to bring together experts in the field, working to ensure that all aspects of the project are informed by, and inform, the experiences of practitioners and ILPA’s influencing work.

	more info
	http://www.ilpa.org.uk/jobs.html?dm_i=IMP,CC74,2OU3PV,YYZ4,1 


	Date
	25 January – deadline

	FUNDING
	HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) Grant: for voluntary and community sector organisations

	HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) announced its multi year Grant Funding Programme for 2011-12 to 2014-15 on 12 January 2011.

The Programme will focus on funding voluntary and community sector organisations that provide advice and support for those HMRC customers who need help meeting their obligations and claiming their entitlements. The closing date for funding applications is 9 March 2011.

Guidance can be found at HMRC Grant Funding Guidance for Applicants 2011-12 to 2014-15 (PDF 100K). This includes a questionnaire to determine eligibility to apply for funding, which should be completed online and submitted by 25 January 2011. 

	more info
	http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/vcs/grant-funding-news.htm


	Date
	25 January 

	Time
	18:00 

	Venue
	Royal Commonwealth Society, 25 Northumberland Ave, London WC2N 5AP

	EVENT
	A Debate on migration and border control - What if there were no borders?

	The RCS, in conjunction with Act Global, is delighted to present the first in a series of talks, exploring the meaning of national borders in an increasingly globalised world. This debate will focus on the issue of migration and border control.

This event will be chaired by Sarah Spencer, Deputy Director at the Centre on Migration, Policy and Society at Oxford University and Chair of the Equality and Diversity Forum. Speakers will include:

· Danny Sriskandarajah, Director of the Royal Commonwealth Society

· James Hampshire, Lecturer in Politics at the Sussex Centre of Migration Research

· Natalie Rothschild, Commissioning editor of 'Spiked'

· Ian Gordon, Professor of Human Geography at the London School of Economics

Act Global is a programme from the Citizenship Foundationwhich aims to support young people's learning about global issues, support schools in their delivery of citizenship, geography and the global dimension and meet criteria set out by OFSTED for community cohesion and Every Child Matters.

There will also be an opportunity to hear from other organisations working actively to engage young people in global issues, including education charity WORLDwriteand the Citizens UK project 'Migration Conundrum'.

This event is FREE and open to RCS Members and Non-Members.

	more info
	To book, visit www.thercs.org/events or click on the picture link to your right. If you have any problems booking online, call the Events Team on 020 7766 9205 or email eventsteam@thercs.org


	Date
	26 January 

	EVENT
	Southall Inter-Faith Network coffee morning and briefing on issues facing refugees

	more info
	Call Janpal for details: 0208 574 8855 or janpal1967@hotmail.com


	Date
	27 January 

	Time
	9:00 

	Venue
	University of East London

	EVENT
	Conference on secularism, racism, and the politics of belonging

	This conference organised by CMRB and RunnymedeTrust explores the ways in which questions of race, religion and religious affiliation operate in state policies and civil society in Britain and beyond. 

It examines how matters of faith are constructed in relation to old and new forms of racism and to other contemporary political projects of belonging. It considers the implications for citizenship and social solidarity in the context of “the Big Society”.

These issues will be examined in relation to specific questions which have occupied the British public in recent years: constructions of “faith communities” in relation to ethnic identities, the place of religion in equality legislation and legal pluralism, debates about dress codes, and the effect of particular forms of religious education, including separate faith schools. 

The conference brings together academics and researchers, community activists, race equality groups, and leading figures from secular as well as Christian, Muslim and Jewish organisations.

	more info
	Admission to the conference is free but places are limited. For further information and to reserve a place please send an email to: s.thorpe@uel.ac.uk


	Date
	27 January 

	Time
	10am – 4 pm with lunch

	Venue
	CAIA, 105a Mill Hill Road, Acton W3 8JF

	EVENT
	West London BME&R Network

	Morning: West London BME&R Groups Where do we go from here?  Cuts? GPs & DWP Commissioning?  Big Society? Immigration? Joint Bids? Collaboration? 
Afternoon: Lottery Heritage Fund Briefing for BME&R Organisations

	more info
	Contact Poornima on 01895 441530 or poornima@reap.org.uk or Janpal on 0208 574 8855 or janpal1967@hotmail.com 


	Date
	27 January 

	Time
	afternoon session 

	Venue
	CAIA, 105a Mill Hill Road, Acton W3 8JF

	EVENT
	Lottery Heritage Fund Briefing for BME&R Organisations

	Lottery Heritage Fund Briefing for BME&R Organisations

	more info
	Contact Poornima on 01895 441530 or poornima@reap.org.uk or Janpal on 0208 574 8855 or janpal1967@hotmail.com 


	Date
	27 January 

	Time
	6 - 7.30pm

	Venue
	16a/17a Windsor Street, Uxbridge, UB8 1AB

	EVENT
	Hillingdon LGBT Focus Group Meeting

	Are you Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual or Trans?

Do you live, work or socialise in

Hillingdon?

Want to get your voice heard on issues important

to you?

Got something to say about services in Hillingdon?

• Meet Peter, the LGBT Worker and tell me the issues that are

important to you

• Find out about what’s happening in Hillingdon and West London for

LGBT people

• Refreshments provided!

	more info
	How to find out more: Call Peter Vittles on 020 8280 2286 or email peter@ealingcvs.org.uk or check our website: www.ealingcvs.org.uk/lgbt


	Date
	27 January

	Time
	18:30

	Venue
	Hub @ Kings Cross, 34B York Way, London N1 9AB

	EVENT
	The struggle for migrants’ rights: Learning from the past – looking to the future

	Join the Migrants' Rights Network to launch the 5th year of its work and the launch of its 2010 annual report and work for 2011. It will be both an opportunity to catch-up with colleagues and to discuss the progress of the movement for the rights of migrants in the UK. The focus of the evening will be 'how we can meet the challenges that will face us in the year ahead and beyond'. 
Rob Berkeley, the Director of the Runnymede Trust will provide his reflection on immigrant struggles for basic rights and against racism over the past 50 years. MRN will also be presenting its annual report for the past year and setting out some of the plans it is working on for the next year.

	more info
	The event is free and open to all people active in work supporting the rights of migrants. However due to limited space, registration is essential. For further information and to register please visit the MRN website  http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/events/2011/struggle-migrants-rights-learning-past-looking-future?dm_i=IMP,CC74,2OU3PV,YYYI,1 


	Date
	28 January – deadline

	FUNDING 
	The Triangle Trust 1949 Fund Grant for small registered charities 

	The Triangle Trust 1949 Fund Grant is provided and administered by The Triangle Trust 1949 Fund and is available for charities in the UK.

The scheme is intended to support small registered charities undertaking projects for the benefit of local communities.

In particular, the programme wishes to fund work in the following areas:

· Poverty relief. 
· Disability. 
· Support for the elderly. 
· Integration and rehabilitation. 
· Community arts. 
· Community education. 
· Support for carers.



	more info
	http://thetriangletrust1949fund.org.uk/


	Date
	31 January 

	TRAINING
	Common Assessment Framework Training 

	Common Assessment Framework (CAF) training is a shared assessment and planning framework for use across all children's services and all local areas in England. It aims to help the early identification of children's additional needs and promote co-ordinated service provision to meet them.  Organisations that work with children and young people may be interested in working using the CAF model.

The CAF is a standardised approach to conducting an assessment of a child's additional needs and deciding how those needs should be met.  For further info on CAF, please feel free to get in touch with me.

Those of you who wish to book on the course, please complete the booking form indicating your preferred date (31st Jan or 21st Mar).  

	more info
	Please forward your completed booking forms to manjit.chana@hounslow.gov.uk 


	Date
	31 January

	JOB
	Lewisham Refugee Network: Immigration and Welfare Benefits Advice Officer

	Salary: £27,945 - £29,575 (f/t), Lewisham 
 
LRN provides advice and support services to asylum seekers and refugees and is looking to recruit a dedicated, hard-working and experienced Immigration (OISC Level 2) and Welfare Benefits Advice Officer. The ideal candidate should be competent in conducting all tasks permitted at level 2 and be efficient and effective in casework management. He/She should have experience in working with multicultural communities; including refugees, asylum seekers and migrants. It is also an advantage to have knowledge and experience of working with voluntary and community groups and other statutory agencies. Fluency in another language is desirable. 

	more info
	For further information and to apply please email Lydia Abu at  Lydia@valewisham.org.uk or contact her on 020 8314 6362


	Date
	31 January

	FUNDING 
	Community Awards Scheme: Tesco Charitable Trust 

	Amount: £500 - £4000.  The Community Awards Scheme offers one-off donations to organisations whose work directly benefit children, the elderly, and adults and children with disabilities. The current round for Children's Welfare and Children's Education (Including Special Needs Schools) closes on 31st January 2011

	more info
	For further information and to apply visit  http://cr2010.tescoplc.com/communities/~/media/Files/T/Tesco-Corporate-Responsibility-Report-2009/pdf-report-builder/tesco-charity-trust/cagapr09.pdf?dm_i=IMP,CC74,2OU3PV,YYZ1,1


	Date
	31 January

	FUNDING
	BBC Children in Need General Grants Programme

	Amount: up to £10,000 (small grants); over £10,000 (main grants)

The BBC Children in Need's grants programme is open to organisations working with disadvantaged children and young people who are 18 years old and under. Under the general grants programme, organisations can apply for Small Grants of £10,000 or less per year for up to three years and Main Grants over £10,000 per year for up to three years. 

	more info
	http://www.bbc.co.uk/pudsey/grants/general_grants. shtml?dm_i=IMP,CC74,2OU3PV,YYZ3,1


	Date
	1 February – 17 March 2011

	Venue
	MRCF Resource Centre, 2 Thorpe Close London W10 5XL 

	TRAINING 
	MRCF Digital Activism Project for migrant and refugee community leaders, volunteers and activists 

	This is a seven-week digital activism course and it aims to give participants the skills to take advantage of resources available online to improve access to services, help your voice to be heard and understood in order to facilitate integration with dignity and respect. The project hopes to prevent minority and other disadvantaged communities from being left behind by the digital age, left out of the digital economy or excluded from the digital society. Participants will learn how to: 

· Use social media for the benefit of their organisations and causes 

· Blog, podcast and influence social change through the Internet 

· Use digital resources in working with MPs, local authorities and NHS 

· Give voices to their members and users and balance negative media portrayal of migrants and refugees

	more info
	The training is for all migrant and refugee community workers, volunteers, leaders and activists across London. Participants must be confident in using the computer and some basic software packages, and must be able to commit to attending all 16 sessions. The deadline for applications is Wednesday 26 January 2011. For further information and to apply please call Nick Micinski, Communication and Training Officer on 02089623045 or email nick@mrcf.org.uk


	Date
	2 February 

	Time
	Registration 9.30am. Ends 4.30pm

	Venue
	Captain Cook’s Room, Spring Grove House, West Thames College, London Road, Isleworth, TW7 4HS.

	EVENT
	Workshop: Empowering the Voluntary Sector

	A  Big Lottery funded initiative between the Public Law Project  and NAVCA (National Association for Voluntary and Community Action) first launched in April 2006 to provide free advice and training on public law principles to all voluntary sector organisations in England that deal with public bodies. The initiative will have three main strands: training, newsletters and advice, and will complement the work of, and work closely with, the Compact Advocacy Team at the National Council for Voluntary Organisations. The training programme will provide the voluntary sector with the knowledge and skills to help it negotiate effectively with public bodies and is delivered via local Councils for Voluntary Service and other infrastructure organisations.

Just 16 places are available so it’s advisable to book early. The booking form is enclosed but please remember that I can’t complete your registration without the handwritten signature of your line-manager.

Your trainer: Terry Perkins, Public Law Training Officer, NAVCA.

	more info
	Training & Information  020 8572 5929


	Date
	3 February 

	Venue
	Transport For London, Ashfield House, 7 Beaumont Avenue West Kensington, W14 9UY

	EVENT
	Workshop: Empowering the Voluntary Sector

	The conference is intended to discuss, challenge, and raise awareness of the difficulties faced by some of the harder to reach members of the LGBT community, who may not always be ‘heard’. We have invited four speakers who will speak about the problems faced by younger, older, disabled and asylum/refugee people. In the afternoon there will be workshops for our delegates to attend to discuss these issues in more depth.  

	more info
	http://www.outwest.org.uk/html/conference_2011.html


	Date
	7 February – deadline 

	JOB
	Trust for London 

	Current funding priorities which are:

• Improving employment opportunities for disadvantaged people
• Promoting the inclusion of recent arrivals to the UK
• Promoting social justice (policy change and campaigning work)
• Strengthening the skills of the voluntary and community sector

We will also continue to provide small grants for small groups in the following areas:

• Speaking out and campaigning activities - including support for disability groups
• Promoting the inclusion and integration of recently established communities
• Mother-tongue and/or supplementary schools providing creative educational opportunities. 

	more info
	http://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/grants/funding-guidelines/


	Date
	9 February 

	Time
	18:30 - 20:00

	Venue
	ACAMH Head Office, 39-41 Union Street, London SE1 1SD

	EVENT
	The Health & Well being of Asylum Seekers from Country of Origin to Asylum or Detention

	The Association for Child and Adolescent Mental Health (ACAMH) is organising a seminar on how young people suffer trauma and loss at every stage of their often long and dangerous journey to find sanctuary. Speaker Emma Fillmore, Paediatrician at Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust Their will discuss the issues of emotional and physical scars experienced by asylum seekers. 

Emma Fillmore is a paediatrician in Nottingham with specialist training and responsibility for the health needs of children in care. As the designated doctor for children in care and safeguarding she has a role in the strategic and operational development of services as well as a clinical role for the 700 children in care in Nottingham City. She sees children for all health issues and particularly deal with young unaccompanied asylum seekers assessing their complex physical and emotional needs. She works within a team of specialist nurses and doctors who have developed a clinic along with social care to provide the best possible service for young people to meet their needs.

Cost
ACAMH Member: £10.00
Non-Member: £20.00

	more info
	For further information please contact Martin Pratt at ACAMH directly by email or phone (+44)020 7403 7458


	Date
	10 February – deadline 

	FUNDING
	Grant for projects that will have impact on lives of women and girls in the UK

	Rosa is pleased to announce her latest grant round is now open. 

There is £100,000 worth of funds available and it is likely that two or three proposals will be funded. The deadline for the first stage expressions of interest is 5pm Thursday the 10th of Feb. 

 

Rosa believes that women and girls should be the central actors in both defining the change they need, and in creating it. She is therefore inviting proposals for dynamic and exciting projects that will have a significant impact on the lives of women and girls in the UK.


	more info
	Full details of the grant criteria and how to apply are available to download from her website. www.rosauk.org


	Date
	11 February  

	Venue 
	Diana Princess of Wales Memorial Fund, The County Hall, Westminster Bridge Road, London, SE1 7PB

	EVENT
	COMPAS breakfast briefing: What does the "Big Society" mean for migrant communities?

	COMPAS breakfast briefings are designed to bring the latest and most reliable evidence to bear on migration policy. In this meeting Vaughan Jones, Director of Praxis will discuss what does the "Big Society" mean for migrant communities.

	more info
	http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/events/2011/compas-breakfast-briefing-big-s?page=2


	Date
	16 February

	Time 
	9:30am – 2.00pm

	Venue
	Watts Hall, Christchurch, Uxbridge, UB8 1SZ

	TRAINING
	FREE Funding Seminar for Women’s Organisations in Hillingdon

	Women’s Organisations are facing an uncertain future as funders and

decision makers increasingly marginalise women-only services.

Organisations need to think seriously about finding ways to diversify

income. This seminar will look at how you can make your organisation more

financially stable by engaging with alternative funding options.

This borough specific seminar is tailored to address your needs as women’s

organisations and will include:
Advice from local commissioners

Learn how the commissioning process works in your borough from the

commissioners themselves, including guidance on how to get involved

Presentations by experts

Social enterprise and partnership working –how you can make them

work for your organisation

Question time

Raise your specific questions and concerns face to face with the

experts and commissioners

Influencing local commissioners

Top tips on how to ensure your local commissioning process gives women’s

organisations a fair chance and making sure your voice is heard

Networking

Meet other women’s organisations working in your area. An opportunity

to share your work, issues and experiences

	more info
	To book your place

Please return the attached booking form by post or email to Samantha at

Women’s Resource Centre, Ground Floor East, 33-41 Dallington Street,

London EC1V 0BB or samantha@wrc.org.uk


	Date
	22 & 23 February

	TRAINING 
	FREE TWO-DAY COURSE FOR REFUGEE COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS.  Making your services more effective

	Who may apply?

Anyone from a Refugee Community Organisation in London is eligible to attend. The course is open to members of staff, volunteers or management committee members.

Places are limited and you need to book. There will be a maximum of two places on each course per organisation on a first come, first served basis.

Why attend?

This course is essential for you and your organisation because it will help you to:

review your service provision• 

plan more strategically• 

improve your funding applications• 

demonstrate effectiveness and • benefits to funders and others.

	more info
	If you would like to attend one of the training courses, please complete the booking form overleaf, call Jill on 
020 7713 5722 or email training@ces-vol.org.uk


	Date
	4 March   

	EVENT
	What do our Refugee Children need?
A workshop/conference for children’s practitioners in Hillingdon


	- Do you work with children whose families speak Farsi/Dari, Somali, Tamil, Tigrinya, Arabic, Kurdish, Lingala, Pushto, Turkish?

- Have they or their parents come to Britain for safety from war or persecution?

Hillingdon has a high number of refugee children and families who cope with insecurity, dislocation, unfamiliar systems and language, health and mental health issues etc.

	more info
	Ring / Email Olesya 01895 441530 olesya@reap.org.uk


	INFO
	Help needed with Research on Statelessness

	Do you know of people who could be stateless? If yes, we would be interested to hear from you!
We are a team working on an innovative research project being undertaken jointly by UNHCR and Asylum Aid on the issue of statelessness in the UK. The purpose of the project is to complete a detailed mapping of the number, situation and profile of stateless people in the UK and an analysis of relevant UK law, policy and practice relating to stateless people. The aim is to produce detailed evidence which can be used to advocate for change in government policy, which can hopefully lead to positive outcomes for stateless people in the UK. 
We are trying to identify individuals who might be willing to be interviewed for our research, as well as to potentially have their case files reviewed where possible. We are appealing for your help in facilitating this process.  
Attached is a short information sheet which explains the project in more detail including exactly what we mean by a stateless person and examples of individuals who could be included in this category, as well as information on how the research will be used and exactly what would be required of the interviewee. The attachment also includes a short referral form/questionnaire for you to fill in which simply asks for your contact details so we can get in touch with either you or your client/the interviewee  directly, as well providing a little bit of information about the individual in question so we can better understand their circumstances. 

	more info
	Please return the completed referral form (access it online by following the link on the home page at www.asylumaid.org.uk)
Chris Nash and Lucy Gregg, Consultants - Mapping Statelessness in the UK, Joint Research Project - UNHCR/Asylum Aid Tel: 0207 354 9631 Ext: 221/222


	INFO
	Unsustainable: the quality of initial decision-making in women's asylum claims

	Asylum Aid launched its new research report - Unsustainable: the quality of initial decision-making in women's asylum claims. The research found that women were too often refused asylum on grounds that were arbitrary, subjective, and demonstrated limited awareness of the UK's legal obligations under the Refugee Convention.

Many of the UKBA's decisions proved to be, in the words of an immigration judge examining one of the cases included in this research, 'simply unsustainable', and 50% were overturned when subjected to independent scrutiny in the immigration tribuna.

	more info
	http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/news/2011/unsustainable-quality-initial-decision-making-womens-asylum-claims 


	INFO
	'Action for ESOL' campaign launched to defend language courses

	'Action for ESOL' was launched at a meeting held at the offices of the University and College Union (UCU) last Wednesday, attended by over 70 people representing the users and providers of ESOL services.

The campaign is in response to plans outlined in the coalition government's Further Education - New Horizon strategy document. These set out commitments to:

· limit free places on ESOL courses only to those in receipt of Job-Seekers Allowance or Employment Support Allowance;

· end government co-funding for ESOL courses provided in the workplace;

· end co-funding for level 2 ESOL courses for employees of firms with more than 250 employees;

· reduce levels of funding all round by 4.3%;

end the 'Skills for Life' uplift for literacy and ESOL.

	more info
	A campaign coordinating committee was set-up which included representatives of the all groups representing users and providers of ESOL services.  Developments will be reported first on the NATECLA website.  Further information can be obtained by subscrining the ESOL-Research. 


	INFO
	Are you a Refugee Professional? 

Are you looking for skilled employment? 

	What is Transitions? 

A new Social Enterprise, serving the recruitment and equalities needs of London and of skilled refugees. 

What does Transitions do? 

Transitions assists refugee professionals into relevant employment via quality advice, work experience and a specialist Transitions employment agency. The globalised London economy has a need for highly skilled people. Even in a recession. In practice there are many barriers for refugees. So, Transitions provides: 

Free specialist, quality careers information and guidance 

Professional development planning and presentation skills support to enable skilled refugees to develop effective career building skills 

A structured work placement programme 

A specialist employment agency 

Referrals to other appropriate organisations

Eligibility: (There is a selection process) 

You should have: 

Completed or part completed a professional qualification (Overseas or UK qualifications) and/or have professional experience 

UK permission to work as a result of applying for asylum. 

Mid ESOL Level 2 or above (Upper Intermediate or above) or equivalent 

	more info
	For further information please contact: enquiries@transitions-london.co.uk and www.transitions-london.co.uk tel 07866 257421 


	INFO
	Recession mapping – BAME Children and Young People 

	AFRUCA and MiNet have opened a short survey to map any emerging patterns and funding cuts and their impact on organisations delivering to children and young people in London. Information gathered from the survey will be used to inform a report which will be presented to children and young people commissioners and funders. Get more information or take part in the survey. 

	more info
	http://www.rota.org.uk/pages/MiNet_RecessionSurveyMar11.aspx 


	INFO
	REAP Entry to English Session

	Entry to English Groups.  Basic English for your friends and family.  Children Welcome!  Session take place at different venues of West London on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

	more info
	For more info contact Renu or Ayo on 01895 441530 or renu@reap.org.uk 


	INFO
	Need support with IT?  Help is at hand

	FREE IT health-check and ICT advice and support for your group

	more info
	Contact Marcus Otite at Hillingdon Association of Voluntary 

Services on 0753 409 758 or MOtite@havs.org.uk 








